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Autonomous Vehicles: For Better or For Worse? 
 

 “Piloting the Autonomous Vehicle – Serving the City” in bookstores 
now: A preliminary analysis of autonomous vehicles to avoid running 

off course 

Is this the end of accidents, gridlock, and pollution? Many are those who consider the arrival of 
autonomous vehicles on our roads as key to responding to current mobility challenges. But thus far, the 
technological questions have overshadowed the essential debates. Any reasoned approach has been 
clouded by the fantasies generated by artificial intelligence, by panic in the industry (it’s on its way, it’s 
inevitable…), the belief that the winner will take all, and the incredible storytelling power of the giants 
of Silicon Valley. 

Autonomous vehicles, whatever their disruptive potential, will not be designing a new world on a blank 
sheet of paper. 

In an effort to get to the bottom of this burning issue, Jean-Pierre 
Orfeuil and Yann Leriche, two of the most prominent experts in the 
field, are releasing their book “Piloting the Autonomous Vehicle – 
Serving the City” this Thursday, March 7, 2019, from Descartes & Cie’s 
Mobile Cultures Collection. 

After providing an overview of our current understanding of the 
subject and delving into each development hypothesis, the authors 
review the concrete conditions we will set for the arrival of 
autonomous vehicles in our cities and lives, and have developed a 
unique analysis tool: “TRUST”, whose objective is to provide better 
insight into the interactions of complex phenomena and to avoid 
falling into the trap of partial—and thus biased—analysis. TRUST 
makes it possible to break down the core issue of confidence into five 
areas: Technology, Regulation, Usage, Systems and Services, and 
Territories. By leading the discussion towards following the original 

methodology of the technology of territories, Jean-Pierre Orfeuil and Yann Leriche invite us to move 
forward to prevent the promised autonomous vehicle revolution running off course, and allow it to 
develop towards the collective good. 
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About the authors 
 
Yann Leriche is CEO North America at Transdev, responsible for autonomous vehicles across the Group, as well as 
the B2C Business Line (non-government regulated community activities). Graduate of the École Polytechnique in 
Paris, civil engineer of the École Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, with an MBA in fiscal and financial engineering 
from ESCP Europe, he was Director of the Guided Light Transit Systems, European Services Division at Bombardier 
before joining Transdev in 2008. 
 
Jean-Pierre Orfeuil, Engineer and Doctor of Statistics, directed the Economics of Space and Mobility team at INRETS 
(which became IFSTTAR) before joining the École d’Urbanisme de Paris at the University of Paris East, where he is 
professor emeritus. He has studied mobility through the lens of economic, financial, social, environmental, urban 
and territorial challenges. The author of numerous books on these issues, he has been working with the IVM (now 
VEDECOM’s City On The Move Institute) since its inception. 
 
This book was produced with the support and scientific contribution of the City On The Move Institute, a unit of 
VEDECOM – the French institute for energy transition, a public/private partnership-based organisation for 
research on decarbonised, connected, and autonomous vehicles and sustainable mobility. 
 

About VEDECOM  
VEDECOM is an institute for energy transition (ITE) founded on unique cooperation between firms in 
the automotive and aviation sectors, mobility ecosystem infrastructure and service operators, academic 
research bodies and Ile-de-France local authorities. The role of VEDECOM is to forge closer ties between 
academia and industry. The institute helps them to achieve a high standard of innovation in the area of 
mobility and, in particular, in electric vehicles, autonomous and connected vehicles and shared energy 
and mobility infrastructure and services. As part of the French government's PIA future investment plan, 
VEDECOM receives €54 million in funding. Its founding members are Cetim, ESIGELEC, ESTACA, IFPEN, 
IFSTTAR, PSA Group, Renault Group, Safran, UVSQ and Valeo. End of 2017 key figures: 50 members and 
partners, three research fields and one training programme, 15 R&D projects, 12 European projects, 
more than 250 publications, 35 patents, 23 proprietary software programs, 70 theses, 200 employees 
and a commercial innovation subsidiary, VEDECOM Tech, founded in February 2017. 
 
About the City on the Move Institute 

Created in 2000, the City on the Move Institute (IVM in French) distinguished itself with its iconoclastic, 

anticipatory and innovative approach to urban mobility. For more than 15 years, it has been developing 

international researches and actions in order to contribute to the emergence of innovative solutions.  

IVM  organizes interdisciplinary scientific exchanges, and social, organizational, scientific, technical and 

cultural field experiments around its main axes of reflection: 

- Fostering autonomous mobility for individuals and social groups facing specific problems; 

- Highlighting the quality of the places and times of movement; 

- Contributing to the development of cultures of urban mobility and civilities 
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Since 2016 it is now part of VEDECOM. Within this new organization, the City on the Move Institute is 

exploring the relations between technological change and the mutations of the urban territories, in their 

social, architectural and cultural dimensions. 
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